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WHAT'S ON
CAMPUS?
The Spanish Language Institute provides many
services for all of its students, whether they are in the
College Program, an Intensive Course, or the Regular
Course. Some of these are: mail, fax and courier
services; computer lab; photocopier; library; reading
lounge; a simple bookstore with postcards, stamps,
etc.; snack bar; and a covered sitting area. In addition
there is provision for health care, counseling, and
recreation.
Health Care: Dr. John Longworth, a bilingual family
care specialist, is on campus two mornings a week to
provide primary medical attention at a cost of $40 per
appointment. He also sees patients at the Clínica
Bíblica in downtown San José and can be reached via
his beeper service after hours.
College students will also have access to
paramedical/ambulance service free of charge
through “Soporte Vital” whenever they are on campus.
Counseling: Living in a different culture and learning
another language without familiar support structures
can be stressful for students. For this reason, a
supervisor will be available anytime students need
answers to questions related to living in Costa Rica,
advice, prayer, or just a chat about how things are
going. For deeper issues that sometimes come to the
surface in cross-cultural living, veteran missionaries
offer pastoral counseling to students who request it.
In case of an emergency, supervisors can be reached
at any time of the night or day by cell phone.
Recreation: The Study Abroad program offers
several excursions and social activities. In
addition, college students are welcome to join
with students in the Regular Course for singles’
events, evening sports in the gymnasium, and
weekend trips to points of interest within Costa
Rica that do not conflict with the Study Abroad
schedule.
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
Community Ministry
In addition to living with a Costa Rican family and studying Spanish, volunteer service is an
important part of the Study Abroad program. It allows students to experience the culture in the
context of Christian ministry, listen to and speak Spanish in real-life work situations, and form
relationships with national co-workers and those with whom students serve.
Students will be offered the opportunity to serve throughout the week in ministries that are
connected to the Institute. Cooperating organizations will provide orientation to the ministry and
will keep in touch with the supervisor on how students are performing and adapting to the setting.
Community service is usually a stretching experience that, though not easy, will add significant
depth to the total experience of living, serving, and studying in Costa Rica.
Students typically dedicate 6 hours of volunteer service each week to the community under the
supervision of the Institute’s staff and associated ministry.
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EXCURSIONS &
RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES
Trips will be planned and led by a faculty member in coordination with the culture
class throughout the trimester. Some of these excursions will be day trips to points
of interest in and around San José, while others will be weekend trips to more
distant locations, such as the coast or the mountains.
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HOMESTAY LIFE

Living with a Costa Rican family presents some challenges for those who are used to having a
bit more independence. Nevertheless, there are many advantages that make this housing
option ideal for the Study Abroad student. It will provide insight into how culture and society
truly are in Costa Rica. It will offer the love, concern, and nurturing of a family in a country far
from their own family family. In addition, it will give opportunities to engage in conversation
and participate in family celebrations and activities. Not only that, but homestay students
will not have to cook or do laundry!
The family will provide a room, meals, and laundry service. They invite their students to
become a part of their family. Students are encouraged to try to get to know them, do
activities with them, and love them. In fact, we encourage students to spend more of their
spare time with their family or Costa Rican friends than with other students in the program.
This is one of the best ways to solidify the Latin American experience and practice
Spanish. Most students who don't spend much time with their family and Costa Rican
friends, later wish they had.
At times, the language barrier makes it difficult for students and families to communicate;
but this is an opportunity for growth. Costa Ricans are very patient with non-native speakers
and pleased when they try to speak their language, no matter how many errors are make; so
plunge in!
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CHAPEL
College students are strongly encouraged to attend chapel once a week with students in
the Regular Course. They are welcome to be part of a worship team or assist with chapel in
other ways if they would like to. Chapel services last 45 minutes and typically include
congregational singing, prayer, a message from the Word of God or a testimony. Chapel is
planned and organized by chaplains elected from among the Regular Course students.
College students are also welcome to participate in Spiritual Emphasis Week. During that
week, there is a chapel service daily, Monday through Friday during the normal chapel
hour. A conference speaker is invited to deliver a series of messages to encourage,
strengthen and challenge students in their spiritual lives.

ACADEMICS
The fourteen-week course includes not only Spanish study but also recreational and cultural
activities. The program consists of two parts: an academic portion that takes place within the
classroom, and a hands-on portion that takes place outside of the classroom (through
excursions and field-trips). Although the content varies depending on the needs and abilities of
the group, the academic portion will always include grammar, culture, reading, and writing.
Our purpose is to fulfill the needs of the individual Christian universities and adapt our
programs accordingly through the teachers, material, and courses we provide. Students
who participate in the six or eight-week intensive course will have 90 or 120 contact hours
in the classroom. Those who select our regular course (fourteen-week program), will have
280 hours per trimester.
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CLASS DESCRIPTIONS
CONVERSATION AND LITERATURE:
Objective — For students to improve in
their oral proficiency and reading
comprehension while expanding their
knowledge of cultural expressions in
Latin America.
Content — Topics include: Daily life,
history, society, family, politics, health
education, social issues in all of Latin
America, with emphasis on Costa Rica.
Functions include narration, description,
expressing plans and basic needs,
reading comprehension, composition,
and pronunciation.
Methodology — Mainly through
communicative method; however other
methods will be applied as seen fit.
Evaluation — Attendance (25%), class
participation (20%), two oral exams
(20%), reading comprehension tests
(10%), creative composition (1500
words) (25%).
Materials — Textbooks provided by
the school, Bible, newspaper.

GRAMMAR:
Objective — For students to improve in
their knowledge of Spanish grammar
rules and to be able to apply them in
conversations, both written and
spoken.
Content — Depends on the level of the
group.
Methodology — The academic
approach is used with lectures, oral
and written exercises, practice with
spelling and listening and reading
activities.
Evaluation — Based on quizzes and
exams (50%) as well as participation in
the class, homework, and attendance
(50%).
Materials — The Institute’s two
grammar books are used.
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HISTORY AND CIVILIZATION
Objective — For students to grow in
God’s love toward other cultures by
means of practical activities and
classroom discussion.
Content — The Concept of Culture
(theoretical approach, definition and
cultural expressions). Human
Behavior and Culture (the concept of
reality, time and space, sex and
gender, race and racism). Cultural
Change (adaptation, culture shock).
Culture and Society (social class,
social stratification and how it
applies to Latin America). Cultural
intervention (theory and practice).
Methodology — Oral presentation by
the teacher, reading material
regarding the subjects viewed,
cultural activities (cooking, dance,
music, art and religion, etc.).
Evaluation — Attendance (30%), class
participation (40%), questionnaires
related to excursions (30%).
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ARRIVAL
On the first day, there will be a special orientation session that covers aspects of
particular relevance to the college student's experience here at ILE.
Orientation will include a session on living with a Tica family led by experienced
missionaries who have lived with a Tica family. They will talk about
expectations students and families should have for each other, cultural
differences, and how to handle certain situations in order to avoid conflicts.

The Spanish Language Institute was founded as a missionary language school,
and the majority of its students are missionaries preparing to serve the Lord
Jesus Christ in Latin America and other Spanish-speaking communities. For this
reason, the Institute asks all of its students, whether missionaries or not, to
exhibit an attitude of respect toward their host culture that will make them
good ambassadors for Christ.
It is important that students observe cultural norms with regard to common
courtesy, dress, recreation, and relations toward the opposite sex. Some of
these norms are generalized throughout the culture and others, especially in
the area of recreation, while others are specific to the evangelical community in
the country. More information on this will be given during orientation.
All students in the Study Abroad program are required to sign an agreement
between themselves and the Spanish Language Institute. The agreement, based
on the cultural norms mentioned above, defines guidelines established for
college students.
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HISTORY & OVERVIEW
The Spanish Language Institute was originally
founded by the United Presbyterian Mission
Board in Colombia in 1942. In 1950, the school
was moved to San José, Costa Rica, where it
continued to operate under the same board
until 1972. In that year, a non-profit Costa
Rican organization (Asociación del Instituto
de Lengua Española) was formed, which
continues to govern the Institute through its
annually elected Board of Directors. The
Association and its Board are made up of
Costa Rican pastors and missionaries, along
with representatives of several of the
denominations and agencies who send their
missionaries to the school for language
training. It is affiliated with FEDEMEC, a
national evangelical mission sending agency,
and ACEP, an association of private schools in
Costa Rica.
The Institute is located in San Francisco de
Dos Ríos, a middle class residential area on
the southeast edge of the capital city of San
José. It is situated on an attractive, sloping
property with private homes around it and a
view of velvet green mountains to the south.
Buildings are spaced among pleasant lawns
and gardens on the nearly two-acre campus.
A steel-beamed gymnasium, completed in
1984, provides recreational and large meeting
facilities for students of all ages.
Churches, restaurants, pharmacies, grocery
stores, and a post office are within walking
distance. Downtown San José is easily
reached in 20 minutes by bus or 10 minutes
by taxi. Museums, international and typical
restaurants, concerts, and live theater are just
some of the interesting places to visit and
things to do. For a “touch of home,” U.S.
newspapers and fast food restaurants are
close at hand, as well as shopping malls that
are just 10 minutes away.
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The results we have seen for this college
program have been very satisfactory. By
the end of the semester, most students
move up the ACTFL oral proficiency scale
by three levels. They grow in their ability to
relate interpersonally, develop more
compassion for the disadvantaged, and
deepen their appreciation for the Latin
culture. Many learn to overcome personal
fears and trust God more completely.
As a non-profit organization that has served
missionaries for over 77 years, the Spanish
Language Institute is gratified to have had
a part in the preparation of tomorrow’s
missionaries and mission supporters
through cooperative programs with
Christian colleges and universities. If we
can be of assistance in designing a
program that fits your school’s needs, we
would be happy to hear from you!
Sincerely in Christ,
Kevin M. Reilly, General Director
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@THESPANISHINSTITUTE
Academic Information
academic@TheSpanishInstitute.com

Application and Housing
admissions@TheSpanishInstitute.com

From the USA: 1-800-642-1375
Costa Rica: 011-506-4036-4555
Fax: 011-506-2227-0211
Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (CST)

WWW.THESPANISHINSTITUTE.COM
Instituto de Lengua Española, Apartado 100-2350
San José, Costa Rica, América Central

